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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE  
  
As I look at  
april 2009 
the calendar I see a quarter of the year has flown by quickly; I think it is 
true that the older one gets the faster time seems to go. Our new 
format with potlucks at practically every meeting seems to bring out 
the best; not only in the folks who are participating but the quantity 
and quality of the food. Arlene has volunteered to compile recipes into 
a cookbook so when you bring a dish to share bring along the recipe so 
it will get included in the book. 
If you have missed a meeting here's a synopsis of what been going on. 
Presently we have 2 Opportunity Quilt projects underway. We have 
stepped away from the traditional, for a moment. Eduarda created a 
wonderful wall hanging quilt that Judy deBoer is in the process of 
quilting. Once the quilting is complete, it will get framed under glass 
becoming a true work of art. Meanwhile the knitting/wearable art folk, 
who have been meeting down at doodlebug of Marin, have another 
quilt project completed, under the supervision and direction of Barsha. 
This quilt is also unique; being that at one time all the material used in 
it was part of a "sweater". That is right, wool sweaters purchased from 
thrift shops, Goodwill, or wherever they were able to find them , were 
cut apart, shrunk and felted. Then the pieces were assembled into a 
wonderful quilt to be displayed on a bed, a wall or wherever the lucky 
winner wants. Both of these items are masterpieces in their own right 
and it will be fun to display and sell tickets on them. 
As a reminder, the Marin Fair will again let us display and sell tickets, 
please plan to help some time during the fair, which runs July 1-5 this 
year. We need help covering all the time slots, plan to signup. 
Remember, this helps promote Marin Needle Arts Guild and all we do 
for the community. Also, it is not too late to complete a project and 
enter it in the fair for judging. The more items that represent the Guild 
the more exposure we get. 
On May 2nd the Guild is participating at the Marin Art & Garden Center 
MAGiC Spring Garden Festival.  We'll be selling raffle tickets for the 
quilts and will need volunteers to help with this project as well - 
probably three shifts: 9:30-12:30, 12-3 and 2:30-5:30.  This will be a fun 
day with lots of activities.  We hope to work with the "junior" group we 
are sponsoring (The Marin Stitching Club 4 Kids), under Claire's 
leadership, to show off some of our work and also do some "hands-on" 
demonstrations of knitting, sewing, quilting, embroidery, beading and 
other activities.  Let Claire or Barsha know if you are willing to be part 
of the day.  It'll be a neat opportunity to promote the Guild and 
perhaps even bring in some new members.Lastly, the junior MNAG 
group is getting off the ground. There are already 15 young people, 
who want to learn more about needle & fabric arts, and help carry on 
the tradition. Thanks to Marnie, at doodlebug for providing space for 
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THANK YOU!  
We received the following 
note in January but it was 
inadvertently left out of the 
newsletter - our apologies!  
  
"Dear Quilting Guild Members, 
Thank you for your support of 
the Veterans that reside at the 
Yountville Veterans Home.  
The ditty bags were superb, 
we actually had a total of 150 
and we were able to fill one 
and all with goodies.  Thank 
you for the scarfs, lap robes, 
gloves, your time and energy 
and generosity.  The Residents 
were so pleased plus a lot of 
happy smiles.  "There is no gift 
as fine, as the act of kindness 
and compassion" 
Pat Anderson 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Yountville Hospital 
Representative 
  
  
  

Support Our Affiliates!  
  
doodlebug  
641 San Anselmo Avenue  
San Anselmo, CA 94960 
415.456.5989 
kidartistry@aol.com 
www.doodlebugmarin.com 
  
Foothill Fabrics  
P.O. Box 490 
Pine Grove, CA 95665 
888.878.8503 
  
Lisa Vancor Long Arm Quilting 
112 A Clorinda Avenue 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
415.460.6742  
Quiltylis@aol.com  
  
Picket Fence Quilts  
6090 B Redwood Boulevard 
Novato, CA 94545 
415.892.8380 

the group to meet; Claire for helping to get out the news and organize 
the group; and Barsha who so willingly works with the children; I 
cannot wait to see the results of this endeavor.  
On March 21st the Guild members participated in making Chemo caps, 
which will be donated to patients undergoing chemotherapy. We have 
patterns to make these items, either knitted or using fleece. A number 
of items were completed and many more are in the process of being 
completed. If you would like a pattern just make the request.  
Check through this newsletter for information on our events and April 
and thereafter.  Also, be sure to check www.MNAG.org periodically to 
see current news and photos. 
                                                Laura 
  
  

We send wishes for a speedy recovery to Kathi Sibbald, who is 
recovering from cataract surgery as well as Miriam Burdick, who is soon 
to have hip replacement surgery.  We look forward to seeing both of 
their smiling faces at a meeting soon.  Kathi has been diligently getting 
our meeting messages into the IJ, so we also send our appreciation for 
those wonderful efforts!   
  

Ravelry Groups  
  
Does anyone want to start a Ravelry Group (www.ravelry.com) 
for MNAG?  It'd be a chance to show off our knitting projects and talk 
up the Guild.  Let's talk about this at the next 2nd Tuesday evening 
meeting at doodlebug!  
  
  

SAVE the DATES: July 1 - 5, 2009 
MNAG at the Marin County Fair: Enter to win, come to sell raffle 
tickets, support our Kids Stitchery Club members or just stroll the Fair 
and admire the handiwork.   
  
  

TRUNK SHOW: APRIL 6   
  
Here's a message from the folks at Zim Zam Traders who will be doing 
a trunk show for us on April 6 at 6 PM. Don't miss this - it's sure to be 
great fun - we've seen these pieces before and they are stunning.  And 
it should be terrific to hear more about the folks who create such 
wonderful textiles!  
  
Chuck and I are the "Zim Zam Traders" and we import textiles from a 
group of artists who call themselves "Tribal Textiles" and they are 
from the bush of Zambia..   These artists hand paint all of the cotton 
items and they are all colorfast and washable.  We will bring a 
sampling of wall hangings, aprons, bags of many sizes, table linens, 
cushion covers, and lots of children's items.  Best of all we have 
18"x18" panels for quilters.  We'll bring photographs of the artists at 
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www.picketfencequilts.net 
  
Quilted Angel  
200 G Street 
Petaluma, CA 94952 
707.763.0945 
angels@quiltedangel.com 
www.quiltedangel.com 
  
Quilted Cottage 
567 First Street 
Sonoma, CA 95476 
707.938.3650 
www.quilted-cottage.com 
  
Rainbow Fabrics 
50 Bolinas Road 
Fairfax, CA 94930 
415.459.5100 
www.rainbowfabrics.net 
  
Sew Little Time Quilting  
337 Point San Pedro Road 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
415.456.6546 
sew_little_time@hotmail.com 
  
Sunflower Fine Fabrics & 
Notions 
751 Sir Francis Drake 
Boulevard 
San Anselmo, CA 94960 
415.458.8852 
sunflowerfabrics@gmail.com 
  
Zim Zam Traders 
P. O. Box 1668 
Ross, CA 94957 
415.454.2283 
zmzamtraders@comcast.net 
 
 
 
  
  

MNAG Statement of Purpose  

¶ To educate  & 
promote the highest 
standards of 
technique & design in 

work and the surrounding area where they live.   It's an interesting 
story and if anyone wants to buy something we take 
cash/checks/Visa/MasterCard.  We will look forward to seeing you 
soon and many thanks for inviting us.  Sally & Chuck Secor of the Zim 
Zam Traders.  
  
  
  

JEWELRY WORKSHOP - WIRE WRAPPING AND "FINER FINISHES" WITH 
MARCIA MILLS:   
Saturday, April 18 at 10 AM  
  
We'll work on incorporating wire wrapping into our jewelry-making 
projects as well as some techniques for finishing off your beading 
project without leaving it looking, well, a bit unfinished.  Save the 
date and collect some of your not quite finished jewelry projects and 
we'll explore how to finish them with flair! 
 
  
  
  

Here's One That Sounds Like Fun!!!  
  
Golden Gate Fiber Institute 
Summer Intensive 
July 27 - Aug 2, 2009 
  
Join us for the second meeting of the Golden Gate Fiber Institute. We 
have great teachers, a beautiful location, fabulous food and the Pacific 
Ocean at our door step!  
The retreat will be 6 days of instruction.  The classes are quite intensive 
and each student will take two classes - one in the morning and one in 
the afternoon. Our belief is that by dividing up the day and spending 
some time with each of two different subjects we will be giving your 
mind and body time to learn and absorb all the new information and 
techniques. Our theme for this summer intensive retreat is The Magic 
of Slow Clothes. Slow Clothes is about the time, care attention and 
intention we as fiber artists pour into the process of making clothing (or 
other useful objects).  Just imagine spending the morning (or 
afternoon)  spinning from Judith Mackenzie McCuin, designing clothing 
you will love with Jeane deCoster, learning the magic of Slow Color with 
Darlene Hayes, creating a one of a kind felted vest with Loyce Ericson, 
Creating spindles and spindling for a purpose with Connie Kephart or 
weaving horoscopes and words into cloth with Bonnie Tarses. 
This is a small retreat in a relaxed atmosphere with lots of time to learn 
and practice, walk for exercise and inspiration and enjoy your fellow 
fiber folk. The classes are small to maximize your learning opportunity 
and provide plenty of individual attention.  
The retreat facility is rustic but the location is fantastic! We will be 
using the Point Bonita YMCA Camp and Conference Center in the 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA). The facility is an old 
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the needle arts.  
¶ To encourage interest, 

enjoyment and 
creativity in doing all 
forms of needle arts.  

¶ To promote 
cooperation and 
interchange of ideas 
among those who are 
engaged in, or 
interested in, needle 
arts in all parts of the 
world.  

  

  

HELP WANTED  
  
An important part of our 
mission is to provide hand-
crafted items which will 
provide help and/or comfort 
to those in need - we need to 
have someone step forward 
who is willing to oversee 
these projects.  Others will 
make things and identify 
opportunities but we need a 
coordinator who will take the 
reins and make sure things 
really happen.  Let Laura 
know if you are willing to be 
ring leader for this gratifying 
task.  
  
  
  

WIN QUILT BLOCKS!!!!  
  
Quilt of the Month Block due 
April 6 Don't forget about 
doing the "Block of 
the Month". Our next block 
will be due on April 6 at the 
Zim Zam Traders Trunk Show. 
Directions were passed  in last 
months meeting but if anyone 
needs directions they can 
contact Laura.  In addition, 
Laura will put directions on 

military base set amidst the beauty of the California coast just 5 
minutes north of the Golden Gate Bridge. If the accommodations are 
rustic the food is not!  The chef is a graduate of the California Culinary 
Academy and does a magnificent job of providing for a variety of 
special food needs while making the overall dining experience a 
pleasure. Visit their website to learn about the outdoor program and to 
see more about the camp. www.pointbonitaymca.org Also go to our 
page about  Point Bonita to see some photos and get a better idea 
about our facilities. 
Cost:  $845 includes classes, food and lodging. Materials fees will 
depend on which classes you take. Registration OPENS Jan 25, 2009. 
We would like a $200 deposit at the time you register. Balance will be 
due on June 15, 2009.  
  
  

Knitting & Wearable Art  
 doodlebug in San Anselmo is the meeting place for two monthly 
activity groups.  The second Tuesday of the month is dedicated to 
knitting projects.  Learning new stitches, sharing new trends and 
materials and expanding our skills (anything beyond a scarf for some of 
us!) are some of our goals and we also have lots of fun seeing the 
progress on all the various efforts underway amongst the group.  
Everyone is encouraged to attend and to bring friends!  There isn't a 
charge and you can take advantage of the 10% discount to MNAG 
members on any of doodlebug's yarn, buttons or other supplies.  
  
The fourth Tuesday of the month is focused on "wearable art", which 
can include needle-felting, fabric painting, "recycling" vintage clothing 
and an infinite number of other neat activities.  We encourage you to 
join us and to bring any ideas you have for projects - or problems with 
which you'd like help or ideas.  There is never any shortage of 
suggestions from this group! 
  
doodlebug is located at 641 San Anselmo Avenue in downtown San 
Anselmo.  Directions are available at the website, 
www.doodlebugmarin.com. 
 
   
  
  

 

Events Around the Bay Area  
  
Through April 15  
The staff shows Off Again; Quilts by Back Porch Fabrics staff  
April 19-June10  
Seven Designing Minds: Quilts by members of Monterey Peninsula 
Art Quilt Group  
  
Back Porch Fabrics & Quilt Gallery 

http://www.pointbonitaymca.org/
http://www.doodlebugmarin.com/


our website at www.mnag.org 
so check it out! A new block of 
the month pattern will be 
distributed at this meeting for 
"turn-in" at our May meeting 
(you get the idea).   Here's 
what happens next: Everyone 
that brings a completed block 
will have a chance at a 
drawing to win all blocks that 
are turned in - definitely a way 
to get a big jump start on a 
new project.  We've already 
seen some wonderful projects 
result from these monthly 
drawings - Thanks, Laura!  
  
  
  

SAVE ANOTHER DATE 

MAY 2 
10 am - 5 PM 
  
MAGiC Spring Garden Festival 
  
We will be participating in the 
MAGiC Spring Garden Festival 
at the Marin Art & Garden 
Center.  We'll put a focus on 
allowing our new "Marin 
Stitchery Club 4 Kids" Group to 
demonstrate some of their 
skills and "recruit" for new 
members.  We'll also have the 
opportunity to 
sell Opportunity Quilt tickets 
(we will have two striking 
art quilts this year!) and show 
off some of our favorite 
projects to build awareness of 
what we do!  This will be a fun 
day full of activities for the 
whole family so you may want 
to plan to invite all your 
friends and family to attend - 
tickets will be $5 ($3 for 
seniors,people with disabilities 
and children 8+ and free for 
children 7 and under) - 
volunteers won't need to 

157 Grand Ave at Central Ave in Pacific Grove 
831.375.4453  
  
Through April 26 Changing Landscapes: Contemporary Chinese Fiber 
Art   
In partnership with China's Tshing Hua University  
San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles 
408.971.0323   
  
May 2 & 3  
"Springtime in the Pines" Silver Jubilee Quilt Show  
Nevade County Fairgrounds 11228 McCourtney Rd., Grass Valley  
www.pinetreequiltguild.com  
  
   
Through September 2009 - Trahe de la Vida Maya Textiles of 
Guatemala Exhibit 
Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology  
UC Berkeley  
  
April 4 & 5th (Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 10 - 4)  
Once Upon A Time Quilt Show 
Gold Country Fair Grounds  
1273 High Street, Auburn, CA 
www.foothillquilters.org    
  
April 24 - 27th  
From Hand to Hand: Passing On Our Fiber Traditions 
Sonoma 
www.cnch.org 
   
April 25 & 26th (Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4)  
Seven Sisters Quilt Show 
Alex Madonna Expo Center 
100 Madonna Road, San Luis Obispo, CA 
www.aqgcc.org 
  
upcoming workshops at East Bay Heritage Quilters:  Design for Art 
Quilts, Color for Quilters, Landscape I, Glowing Object, Painting & 
Composition -  see schedule at www.ebhq.org   
  
  
  

 
 
about  marin needle arts guild  
 
We welcome new members to MNAG and will be actively working to 
expand our membership with the addition of a Junior Division of the 
guild during 2009.  We welcome new members of all ages with 
interests in a wide variety of needle arts and encourage you to join us 
for a meeting sometime - just to "try us out"! 
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